
 

FROM FR. ALIMAJI’S DESK   

Reflections on the Baptism of the Lord 

 

     The Baptism of the Lord marks the end of the Christmas Season, and the beginning of 

Ordinary Season.  For liturgical worship we change from white vestments to green.  The four 

Gospels placed our Lord’s baptism at the beginning of his ministry.  Baptism is the beginning of 

the Christian Life; our re-birth into spiritual relationship with God, (cf. John 3:6).  It opens the 

gate of heaven for us.  Baptism is necessary for salvation, because without baptism no person is fit 

for the Kingdom of God, (cf. John 3:5).  A person must be born again through water and the 

Spirit.  To enter into the Christian life, both infants and adults require baptism (cf. Acts 10:47-48; 

16:30-33). 

     In Isaiah 42:1-2 as in Mt. 3:17, God always reveals his chosen Servant to the nations.  In 

baptism, God reveals himself to us in unique ways.  We become God’s messengers. We must 

bring justice, truth and peace to the world, liberation, knowledge of God, restore hope, and 

enlighten people regarding our baptism.  Luke’s Gospel (cf. Lk. 3:15-16, 21-22) reminded us that 

the Lord Jesus really prayed after his baptism.  The heavens opened for him.  The Holy Spirit 

appeared to him in the form of a dove and the Father’s voice was heard.  He was assured of his 

son-ship as pleasing to God, (cf. Mt. 3:16-17). I think this experience was very importantly 

revealing for the Lord, and for us who accept baptism in Christ.  We receive similar spiritual 

experiences when we devoutly and prayerfully receive the Sacraments.  After baptism we ought to 

really learn to pray well and develop a prayerful relationship with God.  As adults, we are more 

exposed to spiritual awakening at Confirmation.  Saint Paul’s Epistle to Titus is very revealing, 

regarding our baptism, (cf. Tit. 2:11-14; 3:4-7).  It explains how we ought to conduct ourselves as 

persons in Christ (cf. Tit. 2:11-14), who “saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit” (Tit. 3:5b).  Here we see how Baptism and Confirmation help us to live good spiritual 

lives.  The Sacraments are our justification for eternal life, he indicated (cf. verse 7).  Our Reading 

from Acts assures us that God shows no partiality, but by giving us the Holy Spirit, accepts 

whoever fears him, (cf. Acts 10:34-35). 

     We learned that Jesus the Lord thought his disciples to baptize: “in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).  So we are baptized or born again into the 

Trinity of God.  Applying WATER and WORDS highlighted above is the proper form of baptism 

and not necessarily being baptized in the river.  We call them Matter and Form.  It is wrong to re-

baptize a person that already received proper baptism. Churches must not behave as if advertising 

the sale of their products.  To accept to be re-baptized is a sign of lack of knowledge and faith in 

one’s original baptism.  The Church recommends three ways on how to baptize: by emersion, by 

pouring and by sprinkling.  Any one method is correct and should not be repeated.  Baptism is 

ritual cleansing, not of the flesh but of spiritual reality, by which we become adopted as beloved 

sons and daughters of God in Christ.   Since “God shows no partiality”  (Acts 10:34), all who are 

baptized in the name of the Trinity are marked with the sign of victory for salvation (cf. Rev. 7:3-

4), and become co-heirs, members of the body (the Church), and co-partners in the promises in 



Jesus Christ (cf. Eph. 3:6, 4:16).  All who are born in Christ become new creatures, sharing in the 

new life of grace. (cf. Eph. 4:17-24).   

     What   meaning do you give to your baptism into Christ and his Church?  Which organizations 

and ministries in Church do you involve yourself in, for the opportunity to put your faith into 

action?  May the grace of Christ in the love of the Holy Spirit, help us to gain fullness of 

knowledge and understanding, into the mystery of our Christian baptism, and propel us to bear 

good fruits for eternal life! Amen. 


